
Promoting development and growth in the UK for organic arable production.

The UK position for the supply and demand of organic cereals is giving considerable cause for concern, particularly in the area of organic livestock feed. The increase in production of organic milk, pork, eggs and poultry sales along with expansion of the red meat sector has amplified the imbalance, current feed prices have rapidly risen and with the change in feed allowances in Jan 08 things are set to get worse. 

We currently rely on up to 40%-imported grain, a number of factors are threatening the security of this supply. The calculations involved are subject to a number of vague assumptions and there is universal agreement that there is an urgent need for information and regularly updated statistics.

There is a lack of reliable data on the level of production and demand for most organic products. This has recently been highlighted by the rapid change in the balance between supply and demand for organic feed grain, which has resulted in a severe shortage of grain and a rapid and significant price rise following the harvest of 2007.

Please complete fully as possible.
Q: Name of Business









Q: Contact Name









Q: Address









Q: Postcode









Q: Phone Number





Please help us in gathering information so that we can generate and encourage organic arable production in the UK, and hopefully in turn slow down the reliance on imports and reduce and level out souring feed bills that livestock farmers are all facing.

Please note that the questionnaire results will be used as a market research document and will remain private and confidential.
Q: Please tick all enterprises that are relevant to your organic business 

Finished Beef Cattle

Dairy

Eggs 

Vegetables


Finished Lamb

Cereals

Pigs

Let out all land


Store Cattle

Pulses

Fish

Still in conversion


Store Lambs

Table Birds

Fruit

Other – please specify below




Q: Please indicate the hectare/acreage of the organic arable crop sown or will be for harvest 08, and also please state the variety of the seed sown (e.g. Optic) 


Hectare/acre
Variety


Hectare/acre
Variety

Feed Wheat



Triticale



Milling Wheat



Peas



Feed Barley



Beans



Malting Barley



Rape



Oats



Lupins



Q: From where did you source your organic seed? Eg.  Seed merchant / own saved seed


Source


Source

Feed Wheat


Triticale


Milling Wheat


Peas


Feed Barley


Beans


Malting Barley


Rape


Oats


Lupins


Q: Please state the rough sowing date (eg late October) for each crop planted so far and include sowing rates in kg per hectare if available.


Kg/hectare
Date sown


Kg/hectare
Date sown

Feed Wheat



Triticale



Milling Wheat



Peas



Feed Barley



Beans



Malting Barley



Rape



Oats



Lupins



Q: From the total area to be sown for cereals how much is designated for whole crop silage for home use or to be sold.

                   Crop
          Hectare/acre
Home use (ha)
To be sold (ha)






Q: Can you please state the type(s) of soil on which you farm. (eg sandy loam or heavy clay) please include grade if you can.



 STANDARD ROTATION EXAMPLE


Yr1
Yr2
Yr3
Yr4
Yr5
Yr6


Grass

/Clover

/Vetch
Potatoes


Winter

Wheat
Spring peas/beans
Winter wheat
Spring Barley/

undersown

Q: Please fill in below the crop rotations that you have used and have been most successful in the past.


Yr1
Yr2
Yr3
Yr4
Yr5
Yr6
Yr7
Yr8
Yr9












     (If you have sown any mixed species or different cereal blends please let us know how you got on.)

Q: If possible please could you tell us about the best methods you have used or still use to control unwanted weeds and pests in your arable crop.

For example: “I cultivate the stubble straight behide the combine using discs, twice in two week intervals to make it (chit) grow, we then kill off weeds and unwanted volunteers by plough. During the growing year, interrow harrowing is done to control the establishment of weeds, several passes may be needed throughout the year.  6 metre margins around each field to attract unwanted pests and encourage predators.”



Q: Please indicate your best estimate regarding the TOTAL TONNAGE of organic grains and pulses which you anticipate you will produce during this season (2008).  Please INCLUDE in this estimate the amount you intend to retain for your own on-farm use. 


Off farm (tonnes)
Home use

(tonnes)


Off farm (tonnes)
Home use (tonnes)

Feed Wheat


Triticale


Milling Wheat


Peas


Feed Barley


Beans


Malting Barley


Rape


Oats


Lupins


Q: If you have already IDENTIFIED A MARKET OUTLET for your 2007 grain and pulse crop, please indicate this outlet below. Please state trading price if possible. 


£/tonne
Outlet


£/tonne
Outlet

Feed Wheat



Triticale



Milling Wheat



Peas



Feed Barley



Beans



Malting Barley



Rape



Oats



Lupins



If you trade through a marketing group please use the space below to fill in their details and other information/experiences you feel that will be useful to others.



Q: Can you please state, (if available) your current crop yields that you have harvested in 2007  (preferably ton/hectare if you can)


ton/ha
ton/acre


ton/ha
ton/acre

Feed Wheat


Triticale


Milling Wheat


Peas


Feed Barley


Beans


Malting Barley


Rape


Oats


Lupins


PREVIOUS GRAIN TRADING HISTORY 06

Q: What were the average price ex-farm realised and the market outlet for your 2006 crop of organic grain and pulses? 


£/tonne
Market Outlet


£/tonne
Market Outlet

Feed Wheat



Triticale



Milling Wheat



Peas



Feed Barley



Beans



Malting Barley



Rape



Oats



Lupins



Q:  Did you manage to sell satisfactorily your entire 2006 crop of organic grain and pulses?

Yes








No




Q: If no, please specify what was unsatisfactory about selling last years organic grain and pulse crop



The UK does not produce sufficient organic grain (cereals and pulses) to supply the organic livestock sector industry with feed grains and has to rely on imports to make up the shortfall. This situation is likely to continue, unless substantial arable areas are converted to organic farming.
Q: To what extent do you expect your production of organic grains and pulses to change over the next couple of years? (I.e. between 2008 – 2011) Please tick only one box

Increase significantly (+ >10%)
 
 

 
 
 

Increase marginally (+ 1-10%)
 
 

 
 
 

Remain similar numbers to present 
 
 

 
 
 

Decrease marginally  (- 1-10%)
 
 

 
 
 

Decrease significantly (- >10%)
 
 

Thank-you for your time in completing this questionnaire all results will be used to facilitate marketing and advice for our farmers to continue and grow in the organic sector.


